DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

practically nothing of what these opinions were.1
For instance, he understood the Tsar to say that he
did not object to the English occupation of Egypt,
but then he stopped and changed the subject, as if
he were being indiscreet.

Trees were planted to commemorate the visit, a
moving picture was taken by the new and marvellous
cinematograph process to show the family strolling
on the terrace with the Queen in her wheeled chair,
and after ten days of this domestic life the Tsar and
the Tsarina left for a State visit to Paris. Most
affectionate were the farewells, but the Queen,
conscious of having accomplished nothing, instantly
sent a letter after him asking him to make it clear
to the French Government that he disapproved of
their hostility to England, especially with regard to
Egypt, and yet once more she stressed the import-
ance of Russia and England being on very friendly
terms. His answer was as non-committal as his
share in their conversations had been. Though he
had told his grandmother, to her high approbation,
that he disliked having to visit so dreadfully irreligious
a town as Paris, he enjoyed himself there extremely.
The weather was good, everything was beautifully
arranged, the welcome he received was tremendous;
he was touched and delighted with the enthusiasm
of the crowds, and much impressed by the French
military review. The bonds of friendship between
Russia and France were immensely strengthened,
whereas the visit to Balmoral, as regards international
rapprochement, was a fiasco. Certainly he was

1 Letters of the Tsar Nicholas and Empress Marie, pp, 118-120,
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